
Dear Alums and other Friends,

Spring came early to Tallahassee this year, and

with Spring of course comes the anticipation of

Graduation (Friday May 5th). We are especially

excited about Graduation this year, as we will be

awarding three Ph.D.s (Giulio Celotto, Charlie Blume,

and Reema Habib) on top of the three awarded in

December (Shawn Youngblood, Deb Trusty, Kevin

Oliver). Since last year’s Newsletter, we have awarded

9 Ph.D.s altogether (Marci Boyd, Charlie Harper,

and Kyle Jazwa were hooded last April). This is the

largest number ever in our department, and it

represents a tremendous effort by the students and

faculty involved. Several of our new Ph.D.s have

already landed positions: Marci Boyd (University of

Delaware), Charlie Harper (Florida Bureau of

Archaeological Research), Kyle Jazwa (Carleton

College), and Deb Trusty (University of Iowa). We

are very proud of their achievements.

Our M.A. students also are thriving. Austin Ard

and Amy Rabenberg both have landed teaching jobs

for next year. Theodora Naqvi has been admitted to

Penn’s doctoral program in Classics, Kaitlyn

Fitzgerald will work on her Ph.D. at the U. of

Arkansas, and Julia Juhasz will pursue her Ph.D. at

the U. of Arizona. And in other student achievements

we recognize Nora Donoghue and Ann Glennie for

being nominated for Outstanding Graduate Teaching

Assistant Awards.

We are pleased to welcome two new members to

our faculty: Dr. Erika Weiberg as Assistant Professor

and Dr. Andrew McClellan as Postdoctoral Fellow.

Dr. Weiberg specializes in Archaic Greek poetry,

especially tragedy. Her particular research interest lies

in veterans and their wives, and how they deal with

homecoming. Dr. McClellan specializes in Flavian

literature, especially in the treatment of the dead as a

result of battle or other acts of violence (and there’s

plenty of that in Roman literature and history!).

Our faculty have been very active this year.

Professors Clark, DeGiorgi, Pullen, and Stover were

all nominated for University Teaching Awards, and

Professor Slaveva-Griffin was nominated for a

Graduate Student Mentor Award. Professor Jessica

Clark was the recipient last summer of a National

Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend,

and this summer will have a Stephen Risley Family

Fellowship. Professor Virginia Lewis, who has a

Center for Hellenic Studies fellowship in D.C. this

term, received a COFRS award for support in

Summer 2017. Prof. Andrea De Giorgi won a DAAD

summer Research Stay for University Academics

award for Summer 2017, and he was named a

Norma Kershaw Near Eastern Lecturer for the

Archaeological Institute of America.

Our academic year was full with many

conferences, workshops, and visiting lecturers

– especially noteworthy were our two Langford

conferences. The Fall 2016 conference focused on

recent research in the Athenian Agora (organized by

Professor Jim Sickinger) and the Spring 2017

conference, organized by Professors Virginia Lewis

and John Marincola, delved into Greek Poetry and

the West (i.e., Sicily).

We   hope  that  you   enjoy   reading it.

Please remember to send us your news.

With best wishes.

Daniel Pullen



Andrew McClellan 

It is a great pleasure to welcome 

Andrew McClellan to FSU as a 

Postdoctoral Fellow in Classics for 

2016-2018! The first thing you 

should know about him is that he is a 

fine and congenial colleague, who 

works on Latin epic poetry and 

Roman society. He focuses on 

inquiries into war, violence, death and 

burial rites.  He happens to have an 

avowed interest in the bizarre, horrific 

and grotesque in ancient literature, 

and especially as these things were 

received in later periods in history 

(science fiction, comics, and film). Dr. 

McClellan is writing a book on 

Abused Bodies in Imperial Latin Epic: 

Corpse Violation and Perversion of  

Funeral Rites, based on his 

dissertation at The University of  

British Columbia.

His undergrad degree was from 

Davidson College, and before 

coming to FSU he taught at the 

University of  Delaware. Among 

his duties at FSU, Dr. McClellan 

has offered courses on Lucan 

and Livy, and gave an intriguing 

talk for the Friday Faculty 

Forum on “House of  1000 

Corpses: Creon, Funeral Rites, 

and Epic Ending in 

Statius’ Thebaid.” He is finding 

his place in classical studies with 

book reviews in BMCR and 

Classical Review, and with 

articles on “The Death and 

Mutilation of  Imbrius in Iliad 

13,” in Yearbook of  Ancient 

Greek Epic, Vol. 1, eds. J. Ready 

and C. Tsagalis (Brill: Leiden, 

2017)

and “The Politics of  

‘Revivification’ in Lucan’s 

Bellum Civile and Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein” (a 

forthcoming essay in a collected 

volume of  scholarship). 





“

τέρας μὲν θαυμάσιον ροσιδέσθαι

“
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A Gang of  6 completed their doctoral dissertations in this academic year. Charlie Blume, 

Giulio Celotto, Reema Habib, Kevin Oliver, Shawn Youngblood and Deb Trusty. 

Kevin Oliver defended in October, 2016, with a 

dissertation on Jason the Hero: The Argonautica in 
Context and Shawn went in November with the 

topic of  The Culinary World of  Juvenal: Food and 
Identity at Rome from Republic to Empire. 

Deb also successfully defended her dissertation in October, 

2016, on Ceramic Analysis of  Mycenaean Cooking Ware 
Vessels and its implications for Early State Political 
Economies. She has landed a three-year (and renewable) 

position as Lecturer in the Dept. of  Classics at the 

University of  Iowa!! 

Reema defended her dissertation May 2017. Thoughts on the 

dissertation process: Sometimes the process could feel like I was trying 

to march through quicksand, but once I reached the end, it was 

incredibly thrilling to see everything come together. I feel reenergized. 

"Protective Magic in Ancient Greece: Patterns in the Material Culture 

of  Apotropaia from the Archaic to Hellenistic Periods.”

Charlie Blume describes the ordeal: “I

defended my dissertation (“The Farm and

Its Poetic Landscape in Hesiod's

Theogony and

Works and Days”) on

December 9, 2016. It

was very exhilarating to

have such a full house in

attendance for the public

part. My manuscript was

given final clearance in

February. I am working to

turn one of the appendices

into an article. No news yet on the job

front, but I have sent out several

applications and am hoping for the best.”

Giulio made the most of  his M. Lynette Thompson Dissertation 

Fellowship (2016-2017) from the Department.  In February, he 

successfully defended his dissertation entitled “Si tantus amor
belli tibi, Roma, nefandi: Love and Strife in Lucan’s Bellum 

Civile.” During the year, he gave talks on Lucan at Harvard and 

the University of  Naples “Federico II’ and had articles accepted 

in the distinguished journals Hermes (on Hesiod) and Latomus
(on Ovid and Lucan). He has contributed “Alexander 

the Great in Seneca’s Works and in Lucan’s 

Bellum Civile”, on the volume 

Brill’s Companion to the Reception of  
Alexander the Great, ed. by K. Moore 

(Leiden, forthcoming). Complimenti, dottore! 

Shawn successfully 

defended his dissertation 

in November 2016 on 

The Culinary World of  
Juvenal: Food and Identity 
at Rome from Republic to 
Empire





KUDOS TO UNDERGRADS, GRADS, STAFF AND FACULTY!!

Upcoming Events





http://hesperides.utk.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iliad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojan_War





