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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

DR. TIMOTHY STOVER

Seasons  greetings
and holiday cheer!
Tempus est hilarita-
tis! With this issue of
the newsletter of the
FSU Department of
Classics, we launch an
innovation—a merry
end-of-year look back
at the manifold activities of our department.

Our faculty has continued to produce scholar-
ship of the highest quality at an impressive rate
(see pp. 2-3). This past year once again saw the
publication of several books and numerous arti-
cles, even while our faculty traversed the globe
giving talks at regional, national, and internation-
al conferences. It is no exaggeration to say that our
faculty are leading the way in many areas of the
study of the ancient Mediterranean, and we have
no plans to slow down.

I am delighted to report that we will be wel-
coming a new member to the team with the hire
of Alice Crowe (Ph.D., Cincinnati), a specialist in
the Aegean Bronze Age. Alice will be joining us in
the fall of 2025, after spending a year at The Getty
Research Institute. We are thrilled that Alice will
allow us to retain a foothold in the Bronze Age,
thus building on the legacy of Daniel Pullen who
retired last year.

There are other personnel changes to report as
well. One of our Postdoctoral Fellows, Joe Mor-
gan, left FSU to begin a tenure-track job at The
University of Oklahoma, and one of our Spe-
cialized Teaching Faculty members, Sarah Craft,
moved to FSU’s Honors College. Although we
will miss both of them very much, we could not
be happier for them and we wish them nothing
but the best as they begin exciting new chapters
in their careers.

Within a period of ca. 13 months we enjoyed
three entertaining and intellectually stimulat-
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ing Langford Conferences. In November of ‘23,
Dylan Rogers organized a conference on the top-
ic of “City and Cult in Roman Greece,” while in
the spring of "24, Jeff Tatum, the Langford Family
Eminent Scholar, organized the conference “Dis-
placed Persons in the Greco-Roman World” [see
pp- 6-7). Most recently, Joe Morgan joined forces
with Jim Sickinger, to explore “Information Tech-
nologies in the Ancient
Greek World” (No-
vember '24). As usual,
these events brought
all-star  lineups of
speakers from around
the world to Tallahas-
see. Also in the spring,
Carolina Lopez-Ruiz
(University of Chica-
go) delivered the an-
nual Hunter Lecture
with an excellent talk on the importance of com-
parative mythology. While we were treated to
their expertise, our guests were treated to fresh
seafood, abundant sunshine, and alligators.

And finally, our department received an incred-
ibly generous gift from the Orth Reckford family,
one that will support the research projects of our
faculty and graduate students for many years to
come (See pp. 9-11) To say that we are thankful for
this transformative gift is an understatement, but
we hope to show our gratitude not just in words,
but in the groundbreaking research that the Orth
Reckford family has made possible with their in-
credible generosity.

The pages that follow will offer far more detail
on the topics touched on here and many others
besides. Lector intende: laetaberis.

Dr. Alice Crowe

Tim Stover
Professor and Chair



FACULTY BYLINES AND FRONT LINES

BOOKS, ARTICLES, GRANTS, OVATION AND PROMOTION

OF GRUYTER

Francis Cairns

THE GREEK POETRY
OF SUMMONS AND
INVITATION

FROM HOMER T THE HELLERISTIC AGE

FRANCIS CAIRNS

His book called The Greek Po-
etry of Summons and Invita-
tion has been published by De
Gruyter, Berlin, 2024. Congratu-
lations, Dr. Cairns!

JESSICA CLARK

She had two publications ap-
pear recently, “Closing Ranks:
Publius Salonius and the Ear-
ly Roman Army," in Classical
World (2023), and “Rebellious
Narratives, Repeat Engage-
ments, and Roman Historiogra-
phy,” in the volume Collective
Violence and Memory in the
Ancient Mediterranean, Brill,
2023 and delivered talks for
Portland State University and
for the University of Auckland,
New Zealand.

ANDREA DE GIORGI

In 2023-24, he was Robert F. and
Margaret S. Goheen Fellow, Na-
tional Humanities Center, North

Carolina. The last installment
of his Antioch trilogy has now
appeared: Andrea U. De Gior-
gi (ed.) Antioch on the Orontes.
History, Society, Ecology, and Vi-
sual Culture. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2024.
Bravo, Dr. De Giorgi!

ANTIOCH on the
§ ORONTES

Andrea Ul De Giorgi

NANCY DE GRUMMOND

After years of dreaming of
having a museum for the finds
from Cetamura del Chianti, she
attended the Italian inaugura-
tion of the museum building in
which is lodged the new Muse-
um at the Origins of Chianti, in
Gaiole in Chianti (Siena). Now
with support from the Orth

Reckford family (pp, 9-11 be-
low), the Cetamura project has
a new life, with many new op-
portunities for students.

VIRGINIA LEWIS

Dr. Lewis has an article forth-
coming in Mnemosyne (“Re-
considering Aegisthus’ Cry
at Choephori 869”) as well
as a chapter (“Athletics and
Mainland Greece,” with Nigel
Nicholson) forthcoming in the
Oxford Handbook to Ancient
Sicily.

TREVOR LUKE

His article on Augustus’ mod-
ification of magistracies in the
year 22 BCE appeared in the
Journal of Ancient History,
2024, and his article on Caligu-
la’s northern campaign of 39/40
CE was published in the Papers
of the Langford Latin Seminar,
2024.

ELIZABETH MURPHY

She received a grant from the
Loeb Classical Library Foun-
dation to support her work in
Sardinia (summer ‘2024) on
the Landscape Archaeology
of Southwest Sardinia Project
(LASS). Her book The Pottery
Industries of the Roman East:
Craft Communities and Work-
ing Practices, 1st Century BCE
to 650 CE is forthcoming from
Cambridge University Press!
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CHRISTOPHER NAPPA
He received the honor of a for-
mal Ovatio at the spring meet-
ing of the Classical Association
of the Mid-West and South, Fri-
day April 5, 2024 at St. Louis,
Missouri. The Ovatio is an hon-
orary citation written in Latin
and delivered at the CAMWS
Annual Banquet applauding
members for their service to
CAMWS and the Classics pro-
fession. See the photo of Dr. N.
with Dr. Tim Keeline, Classics
professor at Washington
University and CAM-
WS Orator in 2024.

CHRISTOPHER PFAFF
As director of the exca-
vations at Corinth for
the American School
of Classical Studies at
Athens, Dr. Pfaff pub-
lished his recent exca-
vation reports for the 2020 and
2021 seasons in Hesperia 92.
Meanwhile, excavations in 2024
yielded a beautifully preserved
marble head of a Roman copy
of an Early Classical prototype
(the so-called Candia Peplopho-
r0s).
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DYLAN K. ROGERS

Dr. Rogers, a Postdoctoral
Scholar, has continued to main-
tain a robust research agen-
da, including an article on his
field work on the Vulci 3000
Archaeological Project in 2022:
his chapter “Waterscapes in the
Ancient Mediterranean: Think-
ing through Definitions and
Praxis” is to appear in the exca-
vations’ forthcoming volume,
The Vulci Waterscapes (Uni-
versity of Michigan Press). As
an Assistant Director
of excavations at the
Corinthian harbor of
Lechaion, he warns
that FSU Classics may
be slowly taking over
the Corinthia!

STEPHEN SANSOM

In Summer 2023 and
2024, he co-organized
a conference at Cambridge Uni-
versity on digital and literary
approaches to Greek meter with
generous support from Cam-
bridge and FSU Classics. In 2024
he has held a post as a fellow at
Harvard University's Center for
Hellenic Studies (Washington,
DC ) and in the spring he will

be a National Endowment for
the Humanities Fellow at the
American School of Classical
Studies at Athens.

JAMES SICKINGER

He continues his work as a lead-
ing expert on Greek epigraphy,
studying newly-discovered
ostraka from the Athenian Ag-
ora and the light they shed on
Athenian politics and ancient
literacy. Among his latest con-
tributions: “Inscriptions from
the Recent Past in the Attic Or-
ators.” In A.Kapellos (ed.), The
Orators and the Recent Past.
Trends in Classics Supplemen-
tary Volume, pp. 465-480. Ber-
lin: De Gruyter, 2023.

SVETLA SLAVEVA -GRIFFIN

She continues to break ground
on Platonic philosophy: “Cran-
tor and the Psychogony in the
Timaeus,” in Crantor of Soli:
The Last of the Old Academics.
A Discussion, eds. C. Vassallo, P.
De Simone, K.J. Fleischer, Brill’s
Companion to Ancient Philos-
ophy Series, Leiden (2025) and
‘The Omnipresence of Plotinus’
One and its Emanations,” in The
Oxford Handbook of Omni-
presence, eds. A. Marmodoro,
B. Page, and D. Migliorini, Ox-
ford University Press (2024).

TIM STOVER

His second book, Valerius Flac-
cus and Imperial Latin Epic, was
published by Oxford University
Press in 2023. He was promoted
to Full Professor of Classics in
August, 2024. Optime!



While in st

Mlnlmallsts admlred the

NEWS FROM THE MEANDERING
MINIMALISTS

Emeritus Professors Laurel Fulkerson and John
Marincola write: “It has now been some two years
since we left FSU and Tallahassee to take up our
wandering ways. During that time we’ve visited
some twenty countries and had fantastic adven-
tures in well-known places and in some locales
off the beaten track. We have not totally neglected
our scholarly careers, however. Laurel gave talks
this past year in Rome and Ber-
lin, and she looks forward to the
publication by Cambridge later
this year of A History of Latin
Literature from its Origins to
the Age of Augustus, which she
has co-written with former FSU
colleague (and 2024 Langford
Professor) Jeff Tatum. Laurel has
also been named the co-editor of
Ovidius, the new journal of the
International Ovidian Society
(of which she was a co-founder).
John gave talks this past year in
Rome, Leiden, and Oxford, and
was happy to see two long-term
projects come to fruition in 2023:
The Collected Papers of J. L.
Moles, 2 volumes, that he edited

for Brill; and a fully revised edition for Penguin
Classics of Plutarch’s The Rise and Fall of Athens,
which is already out in the UK And US. We’ve no
plans to settle down just yet, so if you are inter-
ested and if you don’t already, you can follow our
adventures either on our Facebook page or at me-
anderingminimalists.com.”

Marincola and Fulkerson in Istanbul
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WELCOME BACK, DR. JEFFREY TATUM!

Dr. Jeffrey Tatum, who was
employed in the FSU Depart-
ment of Classics from 1986 to
2007 and is now Professor of
Classics at Victoria University
of Wellington, New Zealand,
returned to Tallahassee to serve
in the spring of 2024 as Lang-

Jeff Tatum, Langford Family
Eminent Scholar
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ford Family Eminent Scholar of
Classics. He arrived on a wave
of academic successes including
his recent stint as a Visiting Fel-
low at the prestigious Institute
of Classical Studies of the Uni-
versity of London (spring, 2023).
His new book, A Noble Ruin:
Mark Antony, Civil War, and the
Collapse of the Roman Repub-
lic, appeared with Oxford Uni-
versity Press in the fall of 2023.
At almost the same moment Dr.
Tatum was elected as a Fellow of
the Royal Society of New Zea-
land, the country’s highest ac-
ademic recognition. Naturally
FSU Classics is honored to have
such a distinguished academi-
cian to fill its post of Langford
Eminent Scholar.

Besides teaching classes, one
of the principal tasks of the Lang-
ford professor is to organize and

stage a conference on a challeng-
ing topic in classical studies. Dr.
T. selected the subject of “Dis-
placed Persons in the Greco-Ro-
man World,” a general topic that
resonates in almost any period
of history, as he pointed out at
the meeting, but is especially rel-
evant in this century of wars and
border crises. A gathering of ex-
perts chosen by Dr. T. delivered
stimulating papers. The spring
Langford Conference drew an
enthusiastic audience including
a number of students of the Clas-
sics graduate program.

The impact of the event can
best be gauged by reading Jeff
Tatum’s own words of gratitude
written after the conference:

“I wish to express my thanks
to everyone who contributed to
our successful Langford confer-
ence: students, staff, and faculty.



It was, in my view, a great suc-
cess. The poster has won plau-
dits in Europe and Australasia,
the event was brilliantly orga-
nized, and the atmosphere was
beyond hospitable. The papers
were very good, not least the ex-
cellent paper on displacement in
the dynamics and style of trage-
dy presented by FSU’s our own
Virginia Lewis. I especially want
to thank my colleagues who
did so much to make this event
so good: Jessica Clark, Karmel
Hawkins, Virginia Lewis, Chris
Nappa, Daniel Rose, Jim Sick-
inger, Tim Stover, and Julia Yar-
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boro. And to all the student vol-
unteers. And to all the students
who attended, asked excellent
questions, and were not too shy
to engage our visitors in high-
brow conversation.

“I can tell you that our visitors
were impressed by everything,
including the bbq and the excur-
sion (getting bald eagles into the
picture was really just showing
off). They were especially struck
by a university setting that so
successfully integrates students
and staff into its intellectual life.
Here is one example, sent to
me... from one of our most dis-

P
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tinguished participants:

‘Let me take this opportuni-
ty to thank you for a splendid
conference, which was among
the most enjoyable and intellec-
tually rich events that I have ex-
perienced. The atmosphere was
constructive and friendly, and
the participation by students at
all levels from fresh(wo)men to
PhD students is a model of in-

spiration to us all. I have learned
so much, and it has been a tre-
mendous privilege to be invited

1777

to take part!

Cover of Dr Tatum's new book
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CLASSICS WEEK

Classics Week. March 3-9, 2024, was a huge success, with nu-
merous events to spread our charm around on campus. Events
included the annual Book Sale to benefit the
Thompson Library, spearheaded by Svetla
Slaveva-Griffin and husband Don; a pottery
mending session organized by the Archae-
ology Club and Eta Sigma Phi; and a Make-
Your-Own-Ostraka table set up by students
from Dr. Sansom’s Beginning Greek Class.

Of course, “The Play’s the Thing,” always,
and this year was no exception. Eta Sigma
Phi presented the Herakles of Euripides,
with a star-studded cast of students and fac-
ulty making guest appearance, all gussied
up with costumes from Dr. de Grummond’s
closets.

[1] The painted pots were not really an-
cient, just flower pots!, [2] Visitors to the
Thompson Book Sale included Dr. David
Levenson from the Religion Department
(center, back), [3] Dr. Rogers performed as 4

Iris and Dr. Sansom was an unforgettable ;—#
Hermes, [4] Students from Eta Sigma Phi . . e
perform in the Herakles of Euripides = Lxie
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A GIFT FORTHE AGES

RECKFORD FAMILY MAKES MAJOR DONATION

The Classics Department is
greatly enriched by the mag-
nificent donation of $1 million
from Charlotte Orth Reckford,
wife of Dr. Kenneth J. Reckford,
who served as our Langford
Family Eminent Scholar in the
year 2009. Designated as the
Orth Reckford Classics Fund
for Research and Archives, the
funding will be divided to pro-
vide endowment in perpetuity
for the whole department and
to be used immediately for spe-
cial projects connected with the
excavations at Cetamura and
other departmental research.
Of immediate impact for the
department will be the appoint-
ment of a graduate assistant,
the Orth Reckford Librarian,
to oversee the departmental
Thompson Library.

Dr. Reckford departed this
life in 2021. The gift was made
possible through the wishes
of his widow, Charlotte Orth
Reckford. Their son David elo-
quently described the donation:

“This gift [comes] from my
mother’s estate, made in abid-
ing love, to honor her hus-
band’s legacy of cultivating
courage and deep reverence for
the Humanities; made specifi-
cally as a gesture of gratitude
for the unconditional kindness
with which FSU’s Classics De-
partment supported him in the
final chapter of his preeminent
career; and to express strong
support for FSU Classics as they
advance archaeological and
classical research as at Cetamu-
ra by growing the collaboration
between Classicists and Scien-

i, R

Dr. and Mrs. Reckfor‘d magarden
in Poland, 2012 s Dh

tists, so that we can learn even
more from our classical past so
as to protect and enrich our col-
lective future.”

RECOGNIZING
BAEIRSSTRUES

Dr. Reckford’s book on Persius
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In Spring 2009 as Langford
Eminent Scholar, Dr. Reckford
taught a graduate course on
Plautus and an undergraduate
course on Comedy, Satire, and
Society. The graduate course in-
cluded a performance of Plau-
tus’ Curculio (“The Weevil”)
starring graduate students ar-
rayed in flamboyant costume, a
real highlight of his memorable
Langford Conference “Play-
ing Along With Plautus.” This
Langford featured many emi-
nent scholars in the field of Ro-
man Comedy.

Classics professor Trevor
Luke, a close friend of the fam-
ily, provided information sum-
ming up Dr. R's scholarship:
He specialized in both early im-
perial Latin poetry and Greek
and Roman drama and was
especially drawn to Greek and
Roman comedy. Highlights of
his publishing career include
his 1987 study of Aristophanes’
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Dr. and Mrs. Reckford on a trip
to Budapest, 1998

Old-and-New Comedy I: Es-
says in Perspective (UNC Press)
and Recognizing Persius (Princ-
eton University Press, 2009). At
the time of his passing he had
prepared for publication the fol-
low-up volume to his first Aris-
tophanes study, dealing with
the Clouds.
Professor Nan-
cy de Grummond,
who had been a
student of Dr. R.
at the University
of North Caroli-
na at Chapel hill,
commented on his
delightful manner
in the classroom.
“He was someone
who made a vivid
impression on ev-
eryone because he
was truly an orig-
inal. He had a gift
and a love for pre-
sentation in class

and it was absolutely in harmo-
ny with his passion for ancient
comic and satirical plays by
Aristophanes and Plautus. Stu-
dents have often commented on
how his love of satire and silli-
ness was always a gentle thing
and that when he made fun, he
always included everyone else
in the fun.”

The donation was confirmed
in visits to Mrs. Reckford and
her family in the company of
Jeff Ereckson, Director of De-
velopment for the FSU College
of Arts and Sciences. Funds for
Cetamura have already been
used to support special projects
and assignments, according to
de Grummond. Six advanced
students who have taken cours-
es in the Classics Department
have been designated as the
first Reckford Research Fel-
lows. They have accomplished
research on the following topics
at Cetamura:

Grad students Sara Watkins and Tom Paterniti
performed in Plautus’ Curculio



e Jackson Cheplick-Etruscan
and Roman waterlogged
grape seeds

¢ Hudson Kauffman-Etrus-
can and Roman bronze
buckets

¢ Elisa Moscone-Etruscan
and Roman pottery stamps

¢ Holly Piper-Iron artifacts

¢ Eve Rozier-Coins

¢ Jlleana Sanders-Animal
bones

Three undergraduate stu-
dents have been trained as
Charlotte Orth Reckford Do-
cents, to give guided tours of
the site of Cetamura and the
new museum displays at Gaiole
in Chianti: Lilia Abalo, Noland
Blain and Corinne Roethke.
Summer Carrier has been work-
ing as Orth Reckford Archivist
for Cetamura. The expansion of
work at Cetamura includes ex-
tending the length of the season
in Italy as well as funding staff
positions that will be important
for supervising the ambitious
research of the cadre of stu-
dents.

The Department wishes to
express its most ardent appre-
ciation for the support and con-

tributions made to the Classics

Foreground: Mrs. Reckford. Left to right standing: Jeff Ereckson (College of
Arts and Sciences), Kenneth Everett Reckford, Dr. de Grummond

community of Florida State =

University by Professor Ken-

i

neth J. Reckford and Mrs. Char-

lotte Orth Reckford.

Dr. Reckford at Crater Lake, Oregon
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STUDENTS IN ACTION!

DIGGING, TEACHING, CURATING, LECTURING, PUBLISHING!

STUDENT ARCHAEOLOGY CLUB

The Archaeology Club flourished under the
leadership of Illeana Sanders, Holly Piper and Eve
Rozier. They collaborated in October, 23, with the
Tallahassee Society of the Archaeological Institute
of America to celebrate International Archaeolo-
gy Day with children with visual disabilities from
the Lighthouse of the Big Bend. The event took
place at FSU’s Innovation Hub, where they were
able to learn about stratigraphy and excavation
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techniques through hands-on experience with
“trenches” designed and assembled by members
of the FSU Student Archaeology Club, with most
of the “finds” 3D-printed at the Innovation Hub
itself.

A 'NOLE IN CORINTH

Taylor Cwikla (B.A., 2019; M.A., 2022) is now
working full time in Greece, as the Steimetz Fel-
low in the Corinth Museum in charge of Educa-
tion.




3 - 3
From left to right: Kyle Machado, Janette Snyder,
Noah Dubroff, Kaley Wisner, Sydney Parkin, Catherine
Uritis
AND AT MONTEREGGI ON THE ARNO
RIVER

FSU Classics has a new archaeological excava-
tion, started in 2024 at Montereggi near Florence
under the supervision of Dr. Andrea De Giorgi
and with FSU students as core members of the
crew. In the past the site has yielded significant re-
mains of Etruscan architecture, sculpture and pot-
tery, as well as evidence of remarkable religious
rituals, and promises to provide important new
discoveries.

NEWS OF THE BUCHER-LOEWENSTEIN
INTERNS

The generous donations from Suzanne Bucher
in memory of her husband Dr. Robert Lowenstein
sponsored the work of Allison Boroff and Sarah
Moloney in 2024. Alli and Sarah opened their own
show on June 3 of 2024 at the Owen Fine Arts Gal-

whianti
of Chianti

lery in the FSU Study Center in Florence: “Living
off the Land: Etruscans at Cetamura del Chianti.”
Earlier, they made their first exciting trip to Ita-
ly when they attended the Italian opening of the
Museum at the Origins of Chianti in Gaiole in
Chianti on March 23, 2024. Their trip, along with
that of Dr. de Grummond and Dr. Ceil Bare, was
sponsored by the Orth Reckford donation.

LANGADAS FELLOWS

The gift made by Angelos Langadas of Boca
Raton, Florida, in 2010 keeps giving. Mr. Langa-
das, an engineer who was born in Greece, served
in World War II and then worked in the shipping
industry, left an endowment of $100,000 now
used to provide for students who are working in
Greece or doing research on some facet of Greek
culture. Recipients for 2023-2024 were Jami Craig,
Bryce Deskins, Leah Hetrick, Cheyenne Strick-
land and Jess Tilley.

DOCTORAL STUDENTS ARE FLOURISHING

Jami Craig has an article forthcoming on
“Ground Stone Tools Across Houses: A Prelimi-
nary Spatial and Contextual Analysis from Ayia
Irini, Kea” in the Journal of Archaeological Sci-
ence: Reports. It is to be published as a contribu-
tion in the 4th Annual conference proceedings of
the Association for Ground Stone Tools Research.
The article is a part of her larger dissertation proj-
ect, which systematically studies the ground stone
tools from Northwestern Kea.

Melissa Ludke co-organized with Robyn Le-
Blanc of the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro a colloquium for the AIA/SCS 2024
meeting within which she also gave a paper:
“Cosa et Paestum?: a Cross-Colonial Coinage
Comparison,” in “The Development of Roman
Colonial Coinages from the Middle Republic to
the First Century CE” Colloquium. This academ-
ic year she mentored an undergraduate Classics
Major, Shane McCord, through the Undergradu-
ate Research Opportunity Program. He assisted
with her project, the “Cosa Coins Inventory Proj-
ect” and presented a poster at the UROP Sympo-
sium on April 3, 2024 entitled “Analyzing 3rd Cen
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tury CE Coins at the Archaeological Site of Cosa”
based on the larger project and legacy data.

Jessica Tilley delivered a lecture for College
Year in Athens called “Roman Greece and Glob-
al Imperialism: An Ancient and Modern Story”
in March 2024. Her article “The Polluted Oasis:
Death and Magic in Priapus’ Garden” has been
accepted for publication in Studies in Ancient
Mediterranean Religions Vol. VI.

NUPTIAL EVENT

The wedding of Classics graduate students
Katelyn Preble (MA, 2021) and Matthew Lupu
(MA, 2016, 2018, and PhD 2024) took place on Au-
gust 12, 2023, in Deadham, Massachusetts. The
event was heartily applauded by Matthew’s ma-
jor prof. Dr. Svetla Slaveva-Griffin!




